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What has 

changed?
2019

“Traditional” 
examination 
diet

2020

Teacher 
Professional 
Judgement

2021

Alternative 
Certification 
Model

2022

Adapted 
examination 
diet
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Adaptations 

to SQA 

courses

In August 2021- adaptations made 
to reduce the load and scope of 
assessment required- for example in 
N5 English only one piece of folio 
writing required rather than two

Further adaptations published in March 
2022 in response to Covid related 
disrupted learning- for example in N5 
English there is greater direction as to the 
set text question. 
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Teacher 

Estimates

These are not an evaluation of how 
well a young person may perform in 
the eventual examination but 
rather a judgement based solely on 
available assessment evidence. 

These estimates are not used to 
determine an eventual grade and 
are purely evidence based. This is a 
significant change from the 
previous two sessions
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Exam 

Exceptional 

Circumstances 

and 

Candidate 

Appeals

If a candidate is too unwell to  sit 
an exam their grade will be 
determined by SQA scrutiny of 
evidence held by the 
school/centre 

Candidates may appeal if their 
grade is at least one full grade 
below the school estimate. Their 
final grade will be determined as 
above but with no detriment.


